8                  SANITY IN SEX,
been made. This is a happy advance over the prevailing condition in former years when, in studying physiology for instance, even in advanced classes, the subject matter introduced to us beings that were as guiltless of sex as the angels.
If there was any institution ahead of its time, it was the theatre, which during the past decade had struck a more challenging note. This was due possibly to the irrepressible intellectual force of certain distinguished dramatists, more particularly of Europe, whose reputations demanded a hearing. Literature fell far behind the drama. This was because few people read literature which dealt rationally or scientifically, or even artistically, with sex. But novels without number were literally "turned out" for the sensual gratification (another evidence of the perverted state of popular mind) of the multitude.
Of course, the same spirit pervaded the legislative halls and courts. It has been typical of our whole national life. Laws were passed and suitably interpreted which were in accord with the trend of thought of a century previous.